Name:  

Date: 

Period:  

Elements Research Lab

Background:  There are 92 known elements that can be found in nature.  Most exist as a solid at room temperature; two exist as liquids and the remaining exist as gases.  How is it that we know about these elements?  Who discovered them and when?  What is so special about each of them? 

Your Job:

Part I:  To complete a research assignment answering teacher created questions about one of the 92 naturally occurring elements of your choosing.  

Part II:  Create a small presentation (no larger than a half sheet of paper) about the element you have chosen.  

Part III:  Participate in a round table discussion about what we have learned about each of our elements.  

Materials for Part I: 

In order to complete Part I, you must use at least three (3) resources.


A.  You may choose from any of the websites listed below, but you may not use more than two.


B.  You must use one of the books that have been pulled for you by the media center staff.  

Possible websites:

www.webelements.com
www.chemicalelements.com
www.chem4kids.com
http://periodic.lanl.gov/index.shtml
Procedure: 

1.  Choose an element to research.  Confirm with your teacher that no other student is researching the same element.  

2.  Complete your research by answering the questions listed below in your lab notebook.  

A.  Remember three resources - only two websites! 

B.  No cutting and pasting!  Handwrite your answers in the book.  Try to paraphrase instead of copying verbatim.  

3.  When you finish answering your questions, turn your lab notebook in for a grade.  (I will be grading using the same grading rubric I use for any lab minus the points for collaborative work)

Questions:

1.  What is the name of your element?  

2.  Is the name of the element from the English language or from another language?  If another, please identify the language.  (ex: from the Latin or Greek)

3.  What is the elements chemical symbol?

4.  What is the elements atomic number?

5. Which group (or family) is this element a member of?  

6.  In which period on the table is the element found? 

7.  At room temperature, is this element in the solid, liquid or gaseous state?  Room temperature can be identified as 0 o C, standard temperature, or 273 Kelvin (K)

8.  What is the elements melting point in degrees Celsius?

9.  What is the elements boiling point in degrees Celsius?

10.  When was the element discovered?  

11.  Who is credited with the discovery?  

12.  How is the element part of nature?  Is it part of the earth? The air? The water? Or can it be found in multiple places in our environment?

13?  What is this element used for? Or to do?  

14.  List any fun facts you can find about this element.  You must list at least one!

Directions for the other parts of this project will come at a later date.  For today, focus only on answering the questions.  I will tell you when to worry about the rest.  

Happy Researching!

